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RMI, but also for those citizens from the Free-
ly Associated States living in areas like Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, Guam, and Hawaii.

We were able to craft legislation that incor-
porates components such as the strong ac-
countability reforms agreed upon by the Ad-
ministration, the FSM, and the RMI, while
pushing to empower these citizens to maintain
strong health care advances, education pro-
grams and general infrastructure. Chairman
BOEHNER was particularly helpful in working
with multiple Committees to ensure we worked
to address the issue of funding education pro-
grams in the FSM and the RMI to a necessary
level, and it is important to note that Congress
will now ensure that this funding can be pro-
vided within the Compact for the next 20
years.

Further, through the direct input of Members
from those areas affected by the migration of
FAS citizens, we doubled the level of what is
commonly referred to as “Compact Impact”
funding. This will greatly assist areas in their
ability to allow FAS citizens to continue to mi-
grate to their islands while also fortifying the
spending by their own respective governments
on students and others that utilize the social
resources of these areas.

Finally, the hard work over numerous years
put into what is now H.J. Res. 63 should not
be ignored and this legislation needs to move
forward as quickly as possible. The timing is
critical for these islands, and important to
maintaining a relationship that has brought us
the strong U.S. defense and strategic interests
that exist in this area of the Pacific Ocean.

The ability for Congress to act thoughtfully
and expeditiously is shown in the interest of
multiple Members working to ensure we got
this legislation to the Floor for a vote today. |
appreciate again the leadership of Mr. HYDE
and Mr. LEACH, as well as Mr. LANTOS from
the International Relations Committee. My col-
league from West Virginia, Mr. RAHALL, was
also very engaged throughout the process of
moving this legislation, which helped to allow
the Resources Committee to move forward
with a unified voice concerning this legislation.

| thus strongly support the passage of H.J.
Res. 63 and encourage the bipartisan support
of this measure by my colleagues.

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
lowa (Mr. LEACH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the joint reso-
lution, H.J. Res. 63, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the joint
resolution, as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REPUDIATING ANTI-SEMITIC SEN-
TIMENTS EXPRESSED BY DR.
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD, OUTGOING
PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 409) repudiating the
recent anti-Semitic sentiments ex-
pressed by Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, the
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outgoing prime minister of Malaysia,
which makes peace in the Middle East
and around the world more elusive.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 409

Whereas the outgoing prime minister of
Malaysia, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, has be-
come notorious over the years for his overt
anti-Semitism and opposition to the State of
Israel;

Whereas Dr. Mahathir opened the 57-na-
tion, October 2003 summit of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference in Malaysia
by characterizing Israel and Jews around the
world as ‘‘the enemy’”” who ‘“‘rule the world
by proxy’’;

Whereas incendiary rhetoric of this nature
can be neither excused nor rationalized;

Whereas Dr. Mahathir’s anti-Semitic re-
marks are despicable and could serve to in-
cite further sectarian violence;

Whereas, among the 57 national represent-
atives in attendance, none raised their voice
in protest and many applauded Dr.
Mahathir’s statements; and

Whereas President George W. Bush trav-
eled to Thailand to attend the October 20-21,
2003, meeting in Bangkok of the leaders of
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
and rebuked Dr. Mahathir for his ‘““‘wrong and
divisive’ remarks: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) thoroughly repudiates the damaging
rhetoric of the outgoing prime minister of
Malaysia, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, which em-
bodies age-old stereotypes of Jewish global
domination and grotesque anti-Semitism on
an international scale;

(2) reaffirms the rebuke made by President
George W. Bush of Dr. Mahathir and his inju-
rious sentiments on October 20, 2003, stating
that the remarks ‘‘stand squarely against
what | believe™;

(3) calls upon other governments and inter-
national bodies, notably the European
Union, to condemn these remarks as dan-
gerous incitement; and

(4) deplores the tacit acquiescence of those
national representatives in attendance at
the October 2003 Organization of the Islamic
Conference as willing complicity in spread-
ing a message of hate and incitement against
Jews.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
lowa (Mr. LEACH) and the gentlewoman
from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from lowa (Mr. LEACH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 409.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of a resolution repudiating the re-
cent anti-Semitic sentiments expressed
by Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, the out-
going Prime Minister of Malaysia.

At the outset, let me thank the ma-
jority whip, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), as well as the distin-
guished minority whip, the gentleman
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from Maryland (Mr. HoYER), for their
introduction of this thoroughly appro-
priate and timely resolution.

On October 16, Dr. Mahathir, the out-
going Prime Minister of Malaysia gave
an address before the summit of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Countries in
Kuala Lumpur which has drawn the
condemnation of decent citizens
throughout the world. In a speech, the
Prime Minister made the widely re-
ported comment, “Today the Jews rule
the world by proxy. They get others to
fight and die for them.”

Dr. Mahathir chose to repeat Jewish
conspiracy theories of world domina-
tion that first surfaced with the infa-
mous anti-Semitic screed published in
Russia by the Tsar’s secret police back
in 1905 known as “The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion.”

While in the same speech the Prime
Minister properly rejected terrorism
and urged Muslims to embrace modern
knowledge and technology, he never-
theless strongly implied that he viewed
Islam and the West to be in funda-
mental historical conflict. While the
totality of the remarks might have
been intended to reflect some sort of
ill-perceived leadership balancing act,
the fact that they were uttered,
premeditatively crafted, by a modern
head of state, makes them particularly
irresponsible and reprehensible. They
deserve the strongest condemnation.
Nothing can be more damaging to
peace on this fragile planet than to
perpetrate the most invidious myths
about any ethnic or religious group.
Particularly at this time when the
Middle East is a seething cauldron of
tension, it is imperative that thought-
ful leaders underscore the need for un-
derstanding, rather than foment
thoughts that lead to conflict.

Madam Speaker, it is with the deep-
est regret and concern that | urge pas-
sage of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, |
ance of my time.

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as |1 may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support for House Resolution
409, repudiating the recent damaging
rhetoric of the outgoing Prime Min-
ister of Malaysia, Dr. Mahathir.

Despite my steadfast and unequivo-
cal support for this resolution, | rise
today with a heavy heart. | am heavy-
hearted not because | question the ne-
cessity of such a resolution, but be-
cause its necessity exists at all. I am
heavy-hearted because in the year 2003
overt prejudice, racism and virulent
anti-Semitism still exist. And | am
heavy-hearted because | must take to
the floor of the United States House of
Representatives to condemn what
should be an unfortunate relic of our
past. To the contrary, anti-Semitism
seems to grow stronger with every
passing day. But | am not only heavy-
hearted; | am outraged by this.

Madam Speaker, there are problems
to be solved, world-wide problems, and

reserve the bal-
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problems at home, homelessness, job-
lessness, poverty, famine, drought,
flood, disasters. There are people that
need our help and challenges we need
to confront. But instead, today we take
to the floor of the House not to con-
front these problems, but to confront a
moral outrage and an affront to world
civilization, overt racism and anti-
Semitism on a massive scale.

This past week, Malaysian Prime
Minister, Dr. Mohamad, opened a 57-na-
tion Summit of the Organization of Is-
lamic Conference by characterizing
Israel and Jews as the enemy who rule
the world by proxy. He continued by
calling worldwide Jewry an arrogant
people who forget to think and will
continue to spread oppression and
domination.
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Prime Minister Mohamad has made
what amounts to a call for a global war
against the Jewish people and a holy
war against the State of Israel. This is
incendiary rhetoric of the worst kind.
It is scapegoating, and it is racist, and
it serves only as an incitement to vio-
lence and death and destruction. Not
only are the comments of this nature
dangerous and morally repugnant, they
are beyond the pale of civilized dia-
logue.

Nine decades ago, my grandparents
walked across Europe to come to this
great country. They sought a better
life for their family and a better future
for their children and their grand-
children. They came with nothing more
than the clothes on their back, fleeing
prejudice and hardship and oppression
and, had they remained, almost certain
death by the hands of the Nazis.

It has been 90 years since my grand-
parents came to this great country. In
those 90 years, we have won two world
wars, conquered the evil of totali-
tarianism, and congratulated ourselves
for a new era of globalism and plurality
in which we celebrate our differences
and embrace our diversity.

Americans believed that the rest of
the world have been celebrating with
us. How wrong we have been. The
senseless, mindless hatred and preju-
dice that my grandparents experienced
in Europe still exists today. It exists in
the burning of synagogues worldwide.
It exists in the attacks on Holocaust
memorials in Europe, and it exists in
remarks made by a head of state at a
conference, remarks that not one of
the 57 nations in attendance, not one,
raised a voice of protest over or left the
room in disapproval or disgust.

As world leaders and elected officials,
we share a great responsibility. We are
looked to for wisdom and guidance. In
times of crisis, we are called upon to
lead with fortitude and courage. In
times of sadness, we are called to lead
with strength and conviction, and in
times of joy, we are called to lead with
our hearts, but never, never are we
called to lead with hatred.

Words and actions by an elected lead-
er have far-reaching consequences.
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They have the power to make policy,
and they have the power to change
hearts and minds. National leaders
must set an example. Not only are the
unconscionable statements of the
Prime Minister damaging in their own
right, and they are, they are damaging
at this critical time as the Palestinians
and the people of Israel struggle to
form a lasting peace.

By inflaming tensions between the
Islamic and the Jewish world with ha-
tred-filled bigotry, he has only helped
to make an all-too-elusive peace more
difficult to achieve. Once again, he has
attempted to delegitimize Israel’s right
to exist as a Jewish State and demon-
ize the Jewish people.

I am pleased that we will be voting
today to condemn the offensive and
damaging rhetoric of the Prime Min-
ister. His words and the thoughts be-
hind them are inexcusable. | am also
pleased that we will be condemning the
violence of other world leaders, silence
that in the past has been deadly to mil-
lions.

I call upon my colleagues to join us
in taking this strong stand against big-
otry and intolerance, racism and anti-
Semitism.

Madam Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
LoweYy), the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Foreign Operations,
Export Financing and Related Pro-
grams.

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman for her very
strong, important statement and for
offering this resolution.

I join my colleagues in condemning
the hate-filled speech given by Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad at the
opening of the 10th Organization of the
Islamic Conference in Malaysia on Oc-
tober 16. Many of my colleagues and |
signed the letter that was sent to the
Prime Minister directly, and today, we
pass this resolution to make clear that
the House of Representatives repudi-
ates the Prime Minister’s message of
hate and intolerance.

In my judgment, the Malaysian
Prime Minister’s speech was a failure
of leadership. At a conference focused
on issues confronting Islamic Nations
around the world, Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad missed the chance to set a
positive and constructive tone by talk-
ing about how more Islamic Nations
can achieve prosperity and develop-
ment and what those achievements
would mean for the Islamic people
around the world.

But, sadly, the Prime Minister did
not take the opportunity to call for
better educational opportunities or
greater investment in Islamic coun-
tries or better trade, health care and
economic development, all essential
elements when creating stability and
prosperity. The Prime Minister could
have done such good, set an example,
as Malaysia has done before, by dis-
cussing the Arab Human Development
Reports, which place strong emphasis
on increasing freedom, knowledge and
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women’s empowerment. The Prime
Minister’s speech should have been a
call for tremendous improvements in
these areas. Instead, he gave a caustic,
intolerant, hateful statement against
Jews and lIsrael. What a tragic, missed
opportunity. Following the negative
sentiments of the Prime Minister will
lead to more years of poverty, oppres-
sion and hate.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this resolution, and | urge the leaders
of the world who support economic de-
velopment and educational opportuni-
ties as the best way to a secure future
to make themselves heard in opposi-
tion to the Prime Minister’s speech.

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, |
yield 4% minutes to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), our Demo-
cratic whip and an original cosponsor
of H. Res. 409.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman from Nevada
for yielding me the time, and | con-
gratulate her for her leadership on this
critically important issue. She is the
principal author of this resolution, and
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) and | are pleased to join her in
this important statement.

Mr. Speaker, | also want to associate
myself with the very thoughtful re-
marks of the gentleman from lowa (Mr.
LEACH) on this issue.

I rise to also thank the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), my friend
and counterpart on the Republican side
of the aisle, the majority whip, for
working with us closely and ensuring
that this resolution, which is nothing
less than a shared expression of our
American values, receives prompt con-
sideration tonight.

Madam Speaker, intolerance based
on one’s religious belief, ethnicity and
race is a poison that has coursed
throughout the body of human history,
and it has caused untold suffering, pain
and strife. This great Nation itself,
Madam Speaker, was settled by people
who fled religious persecution, and |
submit that we, the elected Represent-
atives of the strongest and freest Na-
tion on earth and the progeny of that
proud legacy, have a moral responsi-
bility to expose and combat such intol-
erance and prejudice wherever and
whenever it rears its head.

On Thursday, October 16, as has been
said, Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad made hateful and
repugnant anti-Semitic remarks at the
Islamic Summit Conference, and those
remarks deserve and demand our con-
demnation in this resolution today.

Among other things, the Prime Min-
ister stated, “The Europeans killed 6
million Jews out of 12 million, but
today, the Jews rule the world by
proxy. They get others to fight and die
for them.”

He added that, ““They,” referring to
the Jews, ‘“have now gained control of
the most powerful countries, and they,
this tiny community, have become a
world power.”” He urged Islamic Na-
tions to unite against being ‘“‘defeated
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by a few million Jews.” And through-
out his remarks, he referred to Jews as
the enemy.

Madam Speaker, these anti-Semitic
comments are not simply outrageous
and hateful, they are divisive and dan-
gerous. They serve only to foment the
destructive lie preyed upon by Hitler
and other anti-Semites throughout his-
tory, the baseless accusation of a Jew-
ish conspiracy to control the world, to
which the gentleman from lowa (Mr.
LEACH) referred to earlier, and we,
without question, must emphatically
and without reservation, and in the
strongest possible terms we can sum-
mon, reject these toxic untruths.

But let me add, Madam Speaker, that
what is perhaps even more disturbing,
as the gentlewoman from Nevada has
so correctly pointed out, more dis-
turbing than one man’s malignant in-
vective and his ignorance of the Jewish
people’s persecution today and
throughout history, more disturbing is
the fact that he received a standing
ovation from many of the leaders of
Muslim Nations in attendance. Not
only as the gentlewoman from Nevada
(Ms. BERKLEY) pointed out did they not
walk out, they applauded. They ap-
plauded approval.

Madam Speaker, that must be unac-
ceptable, not just in this land but
throughout the world. Agreeing with or
acquiescing in such religious and eth-
nic bigotry is every bit as dangerous as
an incitement to it, and neither the ac-
quiescence nor the incitement can go
unchallenged in the civilized world.

As the British politician Edmund
Burke wrote more than 200 years ago,
“The only thing necessary for the tri-
umph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.”” We must not do that.

I thank the gentlewoman for her
time.

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentleman from Maryland
for those poignant remarks, and | yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA),
the ranking member on the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, | thank the gentlewoman for
yielding me the time.

I want to thank the gentlewoman
from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY), my good
friend, the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER), my good friend,
as chief sponsors of this legislation,
and | also want to thank my colleague
and good friend the gentleman from
lowa (Mr. LEACH), the chairman of our
the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pa-
cific of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

Madam Speaker, | rise to lend my
support to the provisions of H. Res. 409
to repudiate the comments made re-
cently by Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad of the Republic of Malaysia.
The prime minister’s speech was given
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on October 16, about 2 weeks ago, at a
meeting of the Organization of Islamic
Nations. The conference was held in
Malaysia and was attended by heads of
states and government leaders and
other political leaders from some 57 na-
tions whose majority populations are
followers of Islam.

Madam Speaker, Prime Minister
Mohamad claimed that his speech was
taken out of context. So | thought per-
haps, in fairness to him, | would read
his speech in its entirety, which | did,
but | thought perhaps we also needed
to examine the Prime Minister’s prior
statements, this very issue of anti-Se-
mitic, this hatred of the people who are
of Jewish ancestry. What | found out
was a consistent pattern of anti-Se-
mitic statements.

There was a great article in the Bos-
ton Globe written recently by Mr. Jeff
Jacoby, who did some research on
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad’s
utterances as a political leader of Ma-
laysia. Thirty years ago, Prime Min-
ister Mohamad wrote, “The Jews are
not merely hook-nosed, but understand
money instinctively.”” The same Prime
Minister, Madam Speaker, described
the Jewish people as monsters.

In 1994, this same Prime Minister
issued a ban in Malaysia not to show
the movie Schindler’s List because it
showed too much favoritism towards
the Jewish people, and in 1997, the
same Prime Minister also accused an
American businessman, an investor by
the name of Mr. George Soros, as the
cause of Malaysia’s economic insta-
bility and currency collapse, specifi-
cally citing Mr. Soros as the “Jew who
triggered the currency plunge’ and co-
incidentally citing that he is Jewish.

Madam Speaker, this is not the first
time Prime Minister Mohamad has
made hateful and bigoted statements
against the Jewish people. How conven-
ient it is for a Muslim political leader
like Prime Minister Mohamad to al-
ways blame the Jewish people for the
failures of Muslim political leaders to
solve the many socioeconomic prob-
lems that concurrently confront the
needs of some 1.3 billion people who are
associated with Islam or the Muslim
religion.
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Prime Minister Mahathir claims that
the Jews rule this world by proxy. I
say, in response to such an outrageous
statement by the Prime Minister, the
contributions over the years by those
of the Jewish ancestry have been truly
a blessing to our world community. In
the fields of medicine, of law and of
physics, literature, and social sciences,
I need only to mention the name of Dr.
Jonas Salk, who discovered the cure
for the dreaded disease of polio, the
names of Dr. Albert Einstein, Dr. Tell-
er, and Dr. Oppenheimer as the found-
ing fathers of modern nuclear physics
and the theory of relativity.

Time will not allow me to elaborate
further the many positive contribu-
tions made for the benefit of mankind
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by those in the Jewish community
given generously to the world commu-
nity. Suffice it to say to political lead-
ers like Prime Minister Mahathir, if it
was your intention to tell your fellow
Muslims that the sacred writings con-
tained in the Koran have been mis-
interpreted by your own Muslim schol-
ars, and partly the reason why there is
so much divisiveness among your own
adherers to Islam, then say so; but do
not blame the Jewish community for
your own failures.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope as
we contemplate the beginning of this
sacred month called Ramadan among
the adherents of Islam as a period of
fasting and prayer and for greater pa-
tience and greater love towards all
mankind, which in my humble opinion
is the essence and the heart and soul of
the religion of Islam as taught by the
prophet Mohammed some 400 years
ago, | do not believe, Madam Speaker,
that Prime Minister Mahathir’s state-
ment reflects the real meaning and
teachings of Islam.

This resolution will announce to the
world that this institution, the Con-
gress of the United States of America,
will not tolerate and does not support
the Prime Minister’s statement. And |
also reflect upon statements made ear-
lier by my colleague, that | too remem-
ber what was said by Martin Luther
King, Jr., years ago: ‘“At the end, we
will not remember the words of our en-
emies but the silence of our friends.”’

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | yield
2 minutes to my distinguished col-
league, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. KIRK).

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, | thank
the chairman for yielding me this
time, and | want to raise my voice in
opposition to what Prime Minister
Mahathir said. He is a racist, a bigot,
and an anti-Semite who represents his
country very poorly, a country which
depends on international trade.

Madam Speaker, let me read some of
the names of Malaysian companies who
depend on U.S. trade. It is these com-
panies whose livelihoods are now
threatened by the remarks of their own
Prime Minister: Telekom Malaysia,
Maxis, Celcom, Digi, Time dotCom,
Jaring, Celcom Berhad, Mimos Berhad,
and Proton, all of whose business in
the United States is now threatened by
the remarks of the Malaysian Prime
Minister.

If the Malaysian Prime Minister con-
tinues, he threatens Malaysian jobs in
Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Seremban,
loph and Kuching. It is something that
he should think very clearly about, un-
derstanding that so many people in his
country depend on trade with the
United States.

We have been very disappointed by
this speech and very disappointed also
by the reaction of one of our friends in
the Middle East, Egypt, and the com-
ments of their foreign minister, who,
when he read Prime Minister
Mahathir’s statement, said, ‘I saw
nothing controversial in the state-
ment.”’
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Now, we are subjecting Malaysian ex-
porters to a withering analysis, and
their dependence on the U.S. market is
now in jeopardy. | would hope that the
Government of Egypt would think
twice before that same kind of analysis
applies to their own exports. For us
here, the message should go forth to
the Malaysian Government: Your ex-
ports are now at risk, and jobs which
depend on the U.S. market are in jeop-
ardy. Continue down this road, and you
continue down a road of unemployment
for Malaysian jobs.

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, |
yield 30 seconds to the gentlewoman
from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO).

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman for yielding me
this time, and | rise in support of
House Resolution 409. | too want to as-
sociate myself with the remarks of my
colleagues. We should speak out
against anti-Semitic and prejudice
comments made by any leader of the
world, or anyone for that matter.

Just this past weekend, | met with
the Jewish community of Guam and
shared with them my wonderful im-
pressions of my recent visit to Israel.
Guam is located in the Asia-Pacific
area, and | am very concerned, Madam
Speaker, with intolerance or any kind
of racism in our region of the world.

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and before | yield time back to
the majority to close, | would like to
thank the majority whip, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the
minority whip, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER), as well as the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR),
the gentleman from lowa (Mr. LEACH),
the gentleman from [Illinois (Mr.
HYDE), and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) for helping to
move this legislation to the floor and
helping to ensure its quick passage.

| am pleased this was handled in a bi-
partisan manner, and | thank my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle for
their assistance. | also want to thank
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK)
as well.

Madam Speaker, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume. In
conclusion, let me first thank the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada for her tremen-
dous leadership on this issue. Second,
let me, in a broad way, stress that
philosophically the three great mono-
theistic religions of the world, Christi-
anity, Judaism, and Islam are each
rooted in the Ten Commandments.
They embrace the Ten Commandments.
And the Ten Commandments, above
anything else, outline how we should
live together in society; and they are
doctrines of love and compassion, not
hatred and revenge.

One of the things we are all going to
have to think through in all societies
is how we emphasize what brings us to-
gether and not what tears us apart.
Fundamentally, what is of deep con-
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cern to this body is that a leader of a
great Muslim country, a country with
which we are very close, a leader who
is considered one of the most modern
leaders in the Muslim world, has ut-
tered words that, from an American
perspective, seem out of context with
the times, with good judgment, and
with decency.

What we have to emphasize to our
friends, as well as to ourselves, is that
we are going to have to think through
differences in the world in such ways
that we can reach compromise, based
on a set of feelings that bring us to-
gether. Unfortunately, these remarks
seem to move in the other direction.

It is extremely unusual—not unprec-
edented but virtually unprecedented—
that the Congress of the United States
would deal with a resolution about the
words of a head of state of another de-
mocracy, a country which we admire,
yet we are obligated to do just that
today because we want to bring the
world together.

So we say to Dr. Mahathir, we hope
you repent and think through these
words. We also say that we are willing
to listen to differences of judgment,
but we want to listen to differences of
judgment that are based on decency in
values, not in intolerance of views. It is
this decency of values that we want to
emphasize at this time.

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise with great
concerns over this legislation—both over its
content and what it represents. First, | think it
is absurd that the U.S. Congress believes it
has the responsibility and authority to rectify
the inappropriate statements of individuals in
foreign countries. Have we moved beyond
meddling in the internal affairs of foreign coun-
tries—as bad as that is—to even meddling in
the very thoughts and words of foreign leaders
and citizens? It is the obligation of the U.S.
Congress to correct the “wrong thoughts” of
others that have nothing to do with the United
States? Additionally, is it our place to demand
that other sovereign states, such as the mem-
bers of the European Union, react as we say
they must to certain international events?

More troubling than what is stated in this
legislation, however, is the kind of thinking that
this approach represents. The purpose of this
legislation is to punish inappropriate thoughts
and speech—to free debate on difficult topics
and issues. In this, it contains a whiff of totali-
tarian thinking. This legislation advances the
disturbing idea that condemnatory speech that
does not explicitly incite violence is neverthe-
less inherently dangerous. It asserts that even
debating controversial topics inevitably leads
to violence. This is absurd on its face: it is
only debate that leads us to come to under-
standings over controversial topics without vio-
lence. That is why nations engage in diplo-
macy.

Those who feel aggrieved over an issue can
either broach the issue through discussion and
debate or they can attempt to address the
grievance through the barrel of a gun. Which
is preferable? | think the answer is self-evi-
dent. Once persuasion is taken from the realm
of possibility, the only approach left to address
grievances is violence.

Is the prime minister of Malaysia wrong in
his statements? Debate him. Invite him to one
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of the various multilateral gatherings with
someone who disagrees with him and have a
debate and discussion over the issue. This ap-
proach is much more likely to result in a
peaceful resolution of the dispute than what
we are doing here: a blanket condemnation
and a notice that certain difficult issues are not
subject to any inappropriate thoughts or state-
ments. This is chilling for a nation that prides
itself on its tradition of protecting even the
most distasteful of speech.

Dr. Mahathir has long been known for his
statements on the Middle East. His views are
no secret. Yet even President Bush, who in-
vited Prime Minister Mahathir to Washington in
May, 2003, chose the path of debate over
blanket condemnation. President Bush said at
a joint press conference that, “we’ll also talk
about the Middle East, and | look forward to
hearing from the Prime Minister on the Middle
East. So we’'ll have a good discussion.” Aban-
doning our beliefs and traditions—especially
those regarding the right to hold and express
even abhorrent thoughts and ideas—when it
comes to our foreign relations is hardly the
best way to show the rest of the world the
strength of our system and way of life.

A careful reading of the prime minister's
speech did not find any explicit calls for vio-
lence. Actually, Dr. Mahathir called for Mus-
lims around the world to cease using violence
to seek their goals. He stated, “is there no
other way than to ask our young people to
blow themselves up and kill people and invite
the massacre of more of our own people?”
Also, he advises against “revenge” attacks
and urges Muslims to “win [the] hearts and
minds” of non-Muslims including “Jews...who
do not approve of what the Israelis are doing.”
While we may agree or disagree with the
cause that Dr. Mahathir espouses, the fact
that he calls for non-violent means to achieve
his goals is to be commended rather than con-
demned. This is not to agree with every as-
pect of his address—and certainly not to
agree with some of the ridiculous statements
contained therein—but rather to caution
against the kind of blanket condemnation that
this legislation represents. Do we not also
agree with his words that Muslim violence in
the Middle East has been counterproductive?
President Bush himself in May invited Dr.
Mabhathir to the White House to, in the presi-
dent's words, “publicly thank the Prime Min-
ister for his strong support in the war against
terror.”

| strongly believe that we need to get out of
the business of threatening people over what
they think and say and instead trust that our
own principles, freedom and liberty, can win
out in the marketplace of ideas over bigotry
and hate. When the possibility of persuasion is
abandoned, the only recourse for the ag-
grieved is violence. Haven't we seen enough
of this already?

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
to strongly condemn the hateful anti-Semitic
slurs made by Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohammad in his October 16 ad-
dress to the Organization of the Islamic Con-
ference.

In his address, Prime Minister Mohammad
called Israel, and | quote, “the enemy allied
with the most powerful nations.” He also said,
and again | quote, that “the Jews rule the
world by proxy” and that “the Muslims will for-
ever be oppressed and dominated by the Eu-
ropeans and the Jews.”
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Madam Speaker, there is no place in inter-
national diplomacy for this baseless and hate-
ful rhetoric.

World leaders have a great responsibility to
avoid the use of such incendiary rhetoric that
could incite further hatred or violence against
any racial or ethnic minority. This kind of ha-
tred and scapegoating, including the blaming
of Jews for all the ills of the Muslim world, has
no place in civilized society, especially by
elected officials. Words and actions, especially
at a conference such as this, have far reach-
ing consequences—they not only have the
power to make policy, they have the power to
change hearts and minds. To blame Israel and
the Jewish people for problems and difficulties
experienced by other cultures is wrong and
has led to senseless bloodshed and violence,
including the atrocities committed by the Nazi
regime in the 1930s and 1940s.

These words are especially damaging at a
crucial time when the Palestinian people and
Israel struggle to reach a lasting peace. Ac-
tions that inflame tensions between the Islamic
and Jewish worlds serve only to make that
struggle become complicated and the all-too-
elusive peace more difficult to achieve.

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 409, which con-
demns the appalling anti-Semitic remarks
made by Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad during his keynote address at the
recent Islamic Summit Conference.

Sadly, Dr. Mahathir's remarks were only a
culmination of years of bitter anti-Semitic and
anti-Israel rhetoric that have been hallmarks of
his political career. Only months ago, he hand-
ed out the Protocols of the Elders of Zion dur-
ing his political party’s annual meeting. When
the Asian financial crisis caused the collapse
of the Malaysian currency, Dr. Mahathir often
used Jews as scapegoats for political and
economic setbacks claiming that they were the
result of a Jewish conspiracy. In a 1986
speech he stated that “the expulsion of Jews
from the Holy Land 2,000 years ago and the
Nazi oppression of Jews have taught them
nothing. If anything at all, it has transformed
the Jews into the very monsters that they con-
demn.”

While Dr. Mahathir's outrageous comments
have caused fury in the past, the reaction to
this speech by the leaders of the Islamic world
dangerously signals the mainstream accept-
ance of his hateful and extremist views. In the
days following the conference Dr. Mahathir's
remarks were glorified in the Saudi newspaper
Ar-Riyadh, deemed “brilliant” by the sup-
posedly moderate President Mohammad
Khatami of Iran, affirmed by Afghan President
Hamid Karzai, admired by the Foreign Minister
of Egypt, and defended by the Foreign Min-
ister of Yemen.

Just as troubling as this effusive praise was
the silence that followed from the leaders of
most Western European nations. These coun-
tries have seen first-hand an alarming rise of
anti-Semitic attacks because of the explosion
of anti-Semitic hatred and intolerance in Euro-
pean Muslim communities. They lived through
the Holocaust and World War Il and should
know they must not repeat the mistake again
of silence and/or participation in anti-Semitism.

Although Dr. Mahathir's reign is thankfully
coming to an end, the international community
must recognize the pervasive growth of anti-
Semitic and anti-Western literature, television
shows, and political platforms in Arab and
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Muslim countries and take action. If not, the
world will suffer the consequences for genera-
tions to come.

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of this resolution. The
statements made by the Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia are shocking and show the anti-Semi-
tism that exists around the world and is unfor-
tunately growing at a frightening rate. Even
after nations from around the world con-
demned his remarks, Dr. Mahatir continued to
make anti-Semetic statements claiming that
our condemnations of his remarks proved his
statements to be true. That is just simply ridic-
ulous.

Madam Speaker, his statements only poison
the thoughts of people, and incite hatred to-
ward the Jewish people. While | would like to
say that his remarks were unusual or sur-
prising, the fact of the matter is that these sort
of inflammatory remarks have become stand-
ard for the Malaysian Prime Minister. It is truly
disheartening that the tremendous economic
success of the Malaysian people is being
overshadowed by the outrageous comments
of its Prime Minister. It is sad but fitting that
these forceful comments will be the most re-
cent and strongest of memories of Dr. Mahatir
as he begins his retirement.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today in support of H. Res. 409, and
to join my colleagues in repudiating Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad for his recent comments
made to the Organization of the Islamic Con-
ference.

It is distressing to me that an individual such
as Dr. Mohamad—often portrayed as a mod-
erate Muslim leader—would feel the need to
issue what | view as a call to arms to the Mus-
lim world. In doing so, his characterization of
Jews as vast cabal that “rules the world by
proxy” serves no constructive purpose what-
soever. Rather, it merely perpetuates hateful
and destructive millennia-old sterotypes that
have long made Jewish people scapegoats for
any number of societal ills.

| call upon my colleagues to join me in con-
demning the anti-Semitic comments of Dr.
Mohamad, and | echo the language of H. Res.
409 in calling on the European Union to also
repudiate these remarks. | thank Mr. BLUNT for
his leadership in bringing this timely resolution
to the floor, and urge my fellow members to
give it their full support.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res. 409
that condemns the anti-Semitic remarks made
by outgoing Malaysian Prime Minister Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad. As a Member who is ac-
tively trying to support understanding between
the Islamic world and the West, | am disturbed
by the Prime Minister's derogatory comments.
There can be no room for anti-Semitic or big-
oted speech by any head of state.

The Prime Minister's speech touting the
idea that “Jews rule the world by proxy” was
inappropriate and deserves the reprimand of
this body. Such comments cannot be justified;
they only serve to fulfill a hateful myth about
the Jewish people. Furthermore, his allusion to
the Holocaust and the 6 million Jews who died
in Europe is deeply disturbing. The fact that
the Jewish people survived the horror of the
Holocaust should not be looked upon as proof
of a global conspiracy, but instead as a story
of hope for people who have suffered through
oppression.

Prime Minister Mahatir's speech marked the
opening of the 57-nation Islamic Summit being
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held in Malaysia. Had he not made his anti-
Semitic remarks, many in this body would
have considered his speech monumental. |
welcomed his call for Muslims to end the use
of suicide bombing. Furthermore, his com-
ments that strict theological interpretations of
the Koran had tainted its message showed
that he could be a progressive leader. How-
ever, any progress made in his speech was
crushed by this blatantly anti-Jewish remarks.
The Muslim world will not be able to flourish
if it holds the Jewish people responsible for all
its ills. The Islamic Summit provided an oppor-
tunity for Islamic nations to condemn terrorism
and open dialogue with the Jewish people; in-
stead Prime Minister Mahathir's speech only
furthered ignorance.

The continued dissemination of anti-Semitic
rhetoric by leaders of Islamic nations can only
weaken the chances for peace between the
Palestinians and the Israelis. Comments such
as those made by Prime Minister Mahathir
taint the minds of both the Palestinians and
Israelis. We cannot hope to achieve peace
when both sides are continually made to be-
lieve they are mortal enemies. Nations such
as Malaysia should act as intermediary pro-
moting dialogue and understanding between
both the Palestinians and Israelis. This is why
it is important that the new Malaysian govern-
ment distance itself from the comments made
by the outgoing prime minister. In fact all Is-
lamic nations need to take this opportunity to
condemn all forms of hatred against the Jew-
ish people.

| welcomed President Bush’s condemnation
of Prime Minister Mahathir's remarks made at
the Islamic Summit in Malaysia. However,
President Bush must also take this opportunity
to censure and reassign Lieutenant General
William Boykin for the derogatory remarks he
made against Muslims. General Boykin's as-
sertion that this war against terrorism is a war
between Christians and Muslims must not be
allowed to stand. We must condemn all forms
of bigoted speech especially when they are
made by a high-ranking member of our mili-
tary. President Bush must take this action in
part to demonstrate to people like Prime Min-
ister Mahathir that their skewed view of the
United States is wrong.

It is due to my dismay over Prime Minister
Mabhathir's speech that | recently signed on to
a letter with a number of my colleagues asking
him to apologize for his anti-Semitic remarks.
Unfortunately, he has not apologized and in
fact has defended his outrageous remarks. It
is due to this stance that this entire body must
support H. Res. 409.

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
lowa (Mr. LEACH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 409.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LEACH. Madam Speaker, on that
| demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
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proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

BASIC PILOT EXTENSION ACT OF
2003

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam
Speaker, | move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2359) to extend
the basic pilot program for employ-
ment eligibility verification, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2359

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Basic Pilot
Extension Act of 2003”.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(b) of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note)
is amended by striking ‘‘6-year period” and
inserting ‘‘11-year period’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 3. USE OF EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY CON-
FIRMATION SYSTEM FOR STATUS IN-
QUIRIES BY GOVERNMENT AGEN-
CIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 642(c) of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373(c)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“An inquiry described in the preceding sen-
tence may be submitted and responded to
using the confirmation system established
under section 404.”".

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
404(h) of the lllegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8
U.S.C. 1324a note) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

““(3) STATUS INQUIRIES BY GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this section, the confirmation system
may be used to submit, and to respond to, in-
quiries described in section 642(c). In the case
of such an inquiry, citizenship or immigra-
tion status information may be provided in
addition to the identity and employment eli-
gibility information provided under sub-
sections (b) and (c).”".

SEC. 4. OPERATION OF BASIC PILOT PROGRAM IN
ALL STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(c)(1) of the II-
legal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsiblity Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note)
is amended by striking ““in, at”” and all that
follows through the semicolon at the end and
inserting “‘in all States;”".

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
402(c) of the Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsiblity Act of 1996 (8
U.S.C. 1324a note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking “‘elect-
ing—"" and all that follows through *“‘(ii) the
citizen” and inserting ‘“‘electing the citizen”;
and

(2) by striking paragraph (3) and redesig-
nating paragraph (4) as paragraph (3).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HiINoJosA) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam

Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
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all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on H.R. 2359, the bill
currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Madam Speaker, the Immigration
Reform and Control Act of 1986 made it
unlawful for employers to knowingly
hire or employ illegal aliens and re-
quired employers to check the identity
and work eligibility documents of all
new employees. Unfortunately, illegal
aliens have used the easy and cheap
availability of counterfeit documents
to make a mockery of IRCA. Today’s
document-based verification system
just does not work, and it frustrates
employers who do not want to hire ille-
gal aliens, but have no choice other
than to accept documents that have a
high likelihood of being counterfeit.

In 1996, Congress created a pilot pro-
gram to help employers verify worker
eligibility. Under this program, the
employers who elect to participate in
the pilot program may submit Social
Security numbers and alien identifica-
tion numbers of newly hired employees
to be checked against Social Security
Administration and INS records. This
weeds out bogus numbers provided by
illegal aliens and thus helps to ensure
that new hires are genuinely eligible to
work.

The pilot program has been a great
success over its 6 years of operation. A
recent study conducted by the Insti-
tute for Survey Research at Temple
University, in conjunction  with
Westat, found that 96 percent of par-
ticipating employers believe the pilot
to be an effective and reliable tool for
employment verification; 94 percent
believed it to be more reliable than the
IRCA- required document check; and 83
percent believed that participating in
the pilot reduced uncertainty regard-
ing work authorization. The study rec-
ommended the continuation of the
pilot.

Several participating employers indi-
cated in a recent letter to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr.
HOSTETTLER), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Immigration, Border Se-
curity, and Claims of the Committee
on the Judiciary, that ““the pilot is the
best tool employers have to make sure
they are not hiring unauthorized
aliens. Employers have embraced the
tools granted by Congress and Congress
should grant a continuation of the
pilot employment verification pro-

ram.”’

H.R. 2359, introduced by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT),
would extend the pilot program for an
additional 5 years. It would also allow
volunteer employers throughout the
Nation to participate in the pilot. Cur-
rently, the Department of Homeland
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Security is required to operate the
pilot in at least five of the seven States
with the highest estimated number of
illegal aliens. There is no reason why
employers elsewhere in the Nation
should not be allowed to participate
and reap the same rewards as the cur-
rent participants.

The study of the pilot found that now
is not the time to require all businesses
in the United States to participate.
However, all this bill does is to open
the pilot program to additional volun-
teer employers. The study explicitly
found that ‘‘the Social Security Ad-
ministration and INS are currently ca-
pable of handling’” a nationwide vol-
untary program. That is all H.R. 2359
does. The study did indicate that the
pilot could be improved.

However, as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Immigration, Border Se-
curity, and Claims will elaborate, in
the years since the time the study re-
viewed the pilot, the INS and the De-
partment of Homeland Security have
been successfully making these im-
provements. At the request of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, H.R.
2359 would also provide that inquires
by Federal, State, and local govern-
ment agencies seeking to verify or as-
certain the citizen or immigration sta-
tus of any individual for any purpose
authorized by law may be made using
the mechanism of the pilot program.

] 1800

Under current law, DHS must al-
ready respond to these agencies’ re-
quest. The bill merely allows DHS to
utilize the pilot program in responding.
And, the pilot program contains no
new databases. It merely relies on cur-
rent Social Security Administration
and Department of Homeland Security
records system.

| urge my colleagues to support this
bill. This legislation will provide will-
ing employers throughout the Nation
the tools they need to hire a legal
workforce and comply with the law.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as 1 may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, | rise in strong op-
position to H.R. 2359, the Basic Pilot
Extension Act of 2003. While pro-
ponents of this bill claim it is a simple
extension of the basic pilot program for
employment eligibility verification,
this bill actually comes dangerously
close to threatening the privacy of U.S.
citizens and noncitizens alike.

H.R. 2359 would permit any govern-
ment agency to use the basic pilot con-
firmation system to check the immi-
gration or citizenship status of U.S.
citizens and immigrants who come
within their purview. This would in-
clude those who seek drivers’ licenses,
it would include professional licenses,
or any person who is subject to an in-
quiry of a Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment agency.

My own home State of Texas is one
of the sites for the current pilot pro-
gram. Although the program was set
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